31st May 2017

Newsletter No. 6

Principal’s Report
So Much Has Been Happening!
At Tarwin Lower Primary School, we
value the importance of educating the
Whole Child. This is evidenced through
our commitment to our wide range of
extra-curricular activities.
Extra-Curricular activities
are anything that happens
beyond the Math and English
lessons that are taught
everyday in class.
The whole school went to Welshpool
Primary to be involved with a Regional
Arts performance. The
kids also had time to do
activities and spend
recess and lunch with the
Welshpool kids. A great
opportunity to socialise, especially since
the grade 3-6 students will be on
Melbourne Camp together in term 3.

behave appropriately on the bus,
including only talking to the person next
to you and remaining seated at all times.
We do a lot of bus travel at TLPS, so
please take the time to talk with your
child about bus safety.
All grades travelled to Foster on Tuesday
to watch the Magic
Words performance on
respecting other people,
and using your manners
to show others that you
value them. It was a
play with meaning and
funny parts as well. The kids laughed
and learnt – the best combination.

Jenni Cox
Principal

All students had a session on bus
safety. Thank you to John and
Anita Harris for continuing to
keep our students safe. John
explained to the students how to
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It’s Not OK to be Away
Thank you to all parents who returned
the absent/late notices (if they received
one), or who updated the information on
Compass.
Our school has been highlighted through
the department as having an
unsatisfactory number of absences. This
is for all absences, including family
holidays.
Another one of the school aims this year
(as well as Speaking and Listening that I
spoke of in the last newsletter), is to
reduce the amount of absences.
Sick students should not come to school
and I understand that dental
appointments are important. However,
students leaving school early for long
weekends, arriving late to school or the
school not being informed, is our focus.
School lessons begin promptly at 9am,
and the bag bell is at 8.50am. Please
ensure your child is off to the best start
to the day by being at school by 8.50am.
Kids Matter at Tarwin Lower
Thank you to all families that returned
their surveys. Last night the teachers
and Karen Wlas had a Kids Matter
Action Team Meeting. We reviewed the
survey results and the areas that need to
be addressed.
Component One of Kids Matter is A
Positive School Community. Two areas
we are focusing on are Communication
and Behaviour.
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Our goal to improve communication
include; linking information to parents
on different media, having notices go
out only on a Wednesday,
and having a letterbox for
students to return forms in
the main building. We will
also have a staff focus in the
newsletter, so people can
get to know the staff better
(this week it is me!) Parent information
sheets will be linked to the boxes
parents ticked in what they wanted to
know more about – this week it is
Cyber-Safety, as ten families wanted
more information in this.
There will be information soon on our
School Wide Positive Behaviour Support
(SWPBS) Program.
Delicious Bush Tucker
A bush tucker garden will be planted in
Term 3. It will be situated at the front of
the school. Students will be involved in
planting seedlings. It will help to
beautify the front of the basketball
court, and be practical too!
Thank you to Ms Freya Carbone
for putting in the application
for the grant from Landcare.
The money will help pay for
plants and signs.
After School Fun
All students will be staying at school on
Friday 2nd June. We will be playing
games and having lots of fun. All
students will eat dinner at school, and
then the Prep and grade one students
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will go home. The grade two to six
students remain at school for a movie
(Lego Batman) and a sleep over.

At the end of the term there will be an
Opening Night held locally – stay tuned
for more details.

The purpose of the sleep over is to
prepare grade 2 students for sleeping
away from home with other students.
Next year the grade 3-6 camp is at
Forest Lodge for three days.

Book Fair

Thank you to Jarrod Headlam for
offering to sleep over at the school.
Thank you to Daniel, Lana, Bright Kylie
and Aunty Kylie for volunteering to cook
dinner.
At this stage we have no parent
volunteers to prepare breakfast in the
morning.

Thank you to everyone for supporting
our Book Fair. This is the first time we
have run a Book Fair since I have been
at the school (and that’s 7 years!). It was
a great success and I hope to run it again
next year.
The school gets a percentage of the
money raised to spend at Scholastic.
This will include library books, reading
group books, teacher reference books
and other school resources.
Happy Birthday

Please fill in the form at the end of the
newsletter if you are able to help.

We hope you had a great day on your
birthday.

Parent and Friends

Charlie turned 10!

The first Wednesday of every month is a
time for everyone involved with the
school to catch up and have a chat.

School Bank Details

The tea, coffee and tam-tams are
provided free!
Put this date in your diary - Wednesday
7th June, 9am to 10am in the Staffroom.
Hope you can make it.
Amazing Artwork
Ben has just been showing me what
the kids have been doing in Art, and I
was blown away with the talent of our
session with Ben to go.
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All photos of what is
happening at school is on
our Facebook site.

Keep up to date with your
childs learning on Compass.
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Parents and Friends Group
Come and meet other parents and friends for a friendly chat
over a cup of tea or coffee
The first Wednesday of every month from 9am to 10am
In the staffroom at the school

Everybody welcome!

After School Fun
Name:______________________________
I have a WWCC and can help with;
Dinner. Please arrive @5.30pm

Breakfast. Please arrive @7am
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Cyber Safety
Negotiating the new and tricky world of
the internet with kids can be very
difficult and confusing. Here’s some
flyers that may help. You can find more
information at https://esafety.gov.au/
Please not the age limits. They may
surprise some. The graphic information
is missing for Musical.ly, its age limit
is 18+ according to the terms of
agreement.
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How Much Do You Know About
Your Principal Jenni Cox?
How long have you been at Tarwin
Lower Primary School?
I began teaching here in July 2010 in a
2/3 class, and I have now been the
principal for two years.
What inspired you to be a teacher?
I have always wanted to be a teacher. I
decided on this career when I was in
grade 6 and I never changed my mind.
What is the best part of your job?
Teaching the students – they are all
incredible people and they constantly
amaze me. I enjoy seeing how they all
grow into independent individuals. I
also like seeing them as teenagers, and
how they have matured into young
adults.
I love how each day is different to the
last. I have great conversations with
parents and grandparents, teachers and
staff. I am always learning, and
sometimes it’s the kids that are the
teachers!

I have taught all primary year levels
(yes, even Preps). I have been a
specialist teacher in Art, Music, Library,
ICT, PE and Drama.
What do you like doing in your
free time?
Spending time with my family, including
visiting my brother in Tallangatta.
Reading and catching up with friends.
Walking along the beach and watching
movies.
Do you have a family?
I am married to Jonathan and we have
two teenagers – Lachlan (almost 17) and
Angus (15).
What is your favourite colour?
Purple!!
What is your favourite animal?
Elephant
What is your favourite number?
7 and 13

How long have you been teaching?
I graduated in 1995. However, I stopped
teaching for 5 years when my kids were
little.
Where have you taught and what
grades?
I have taught in schools in the Latrobe
Valley, South Gippsland, a year in New
Zealand and 6 months in England.
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For Your Calendar
Thursday 1st June

Cross Country @Stony Creek (for qualifying students only)

Thursday 1st June

Pie Drive Orders and Payment Due

Friday 2nd June

After School Fun for P – 6
Grade Prep and 1’s picked up at 7pm Friday
Sleepover 2 – 6
Students picked up Saturday morning at 8pm

Wednesday 7th June

Magic Flute @Foster

Thursday 8th June

Winter Sports @Meeniyan
Grade 5/6 students to arrange own transport

Thursday 8th June

Prep Free Dental Screening

Friday 9th June

Curriculum Day – No Students

Monday 12th June

Queen’s Birthday Holiday

Tuesday 13th June

School Council Meeting @6.30pm

Friday 16th June

Pies Delivered – Pick up from School @3.30pm

19th June – 30th
June

Ms Jenni Cox on Long Service Leave
Mr Gene Vanderzalm Acting Principal

Monday 19th June

Lightning Premiership (Gr 5/6)

Thursday 29th June

Divisional Winter Sports (Gr 5/6)

Friday 30th June

Tarwin’s Got Talent @1pm
Everyone is invited to attend 

Friday 30th June

End of Term – finish @2.30pm

Monday 17th July

First day of Term 3
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